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@® Number and Duration of Dry Periods in Grassland/
Shrubland Streams and Rivers

Streams That Have Zero-Flow Periods What Is This Indlsafcor, and Why Is
It Important? The indicator tracks the frequency
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aquifers). No-flow periods may also be due to changing
weather or climate, such as the longer periods of drought in recent decades (e.g., mid-1970s), while return of year-

round flows may coincide with wet periods (e.g., mid-1980s).

What Do The Data Show? The percentage of streams with no-flow periods has decreased in all
grassland/shrubland regions of the West. The 1950s and 1960s showed similar percentages of no-flow, while the
1970s, 1980s, and 1990s recorded noticeably lower percentages. During the relatively wet 1980s, both the
California/Mountain and the Desert/Shrub ecoregions had a noticeably lower percentage of streams and rivers with
no-flow periods, although the California/Mountain region consistently has the highest percentage of no-flow streams.

The number of streams and rivers with longer than average zero-flow periods decreased in the 1970s, 1980s,
and 1990s, compared to the 1950s and 1960s.

The technical note for this indicator is on page 259.
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